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6 O H N XXI. 20. 


9 W he Diſciple 7 ſus 2 


of Jeſus Chriſt by any one 


| word, that word ſhould be 
love: and Jeſus himſelf would bear me out 
in it, who ſays, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy - 


God with all thy heart, and with all thy foul, 
and with all thy mind. This is the firſt and 
great commandment : ; And the ſecond is like 
unto it, thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf 
On theje two Commandments hang all the law 
and the prophets. And ſo would his Apcitle, 
who ſays, that love is the fulfilling of the law, 


And i in another place, that the end id the 


ode 


-ERE I to expreſs the ſum 
and ſubſtance ot the religion 


SY 
commandment is charity. This noble, this, 
godlike principle it was Which induced the 

grand Architect to make. the worlds, that he 
might diffuſe and communicate happineſs 
to the numberleſs inhabitants thereof, rati- 
onal and irrational, according to their dit 
ferent taſtes and capacities, ariſing from that 
variety of natures which he thought pro- 
per in his infinite wiſdom to produce. 


Tur fame love it was which moved him 
to redeem the world ; he ſo loved the world 
that he gave his only begotten Son for this 
purpoſe. His only begotten Son, the ex- 
preſs image of his Father's perſon, and par- 
taker of his love, undertook the glorious 


| work upon the ſame motive ; for he loved 
| us, and redeemed us to God by his blood, 


Wurd he was upon earth, he did ſtrong- 
ly and repeatedly enjoin it upon his diſci- 
ples, that they ſhould imitate his benevo- 
lence. A mw commandment 1 give unto you, 


diſeiple 7 Teſs: Joves, lance. 


t 


1 Je love ene anotber; ; 6s T have loved you; 


that Je alſo love one another. By ibis ſhall 


ll men know that ye are my di Yager, 7 Je 
have love one to amber. 8 

 Hayme choſen the terte to be his apo | 
ſes, he maniteſted a very great regard and | 
affection for them, treating them om all oc- 


eaſions as his particular friends, -by which 
name he tells us (John xv.) he called them: 


verſe 15, I have called you friends, And in 
the ſame chapter he tays unto them, ' as the 
Father hath loved me, ſo Fave I loved yous 
which ſhews that his love of them was ex- 


ceeding great; his love of them all in gen; 


eral, But yet, it ſeems, there was one of 
them whom he ſelected from the reſt, as the 
diſtinguiſhed Hbject of his love, and to re- 


ceĩve peculiar marks of his favor and kind- 


neſs; who is therefore called i in my text, 7b. 
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Tuis divine perſon is alſo laid, in a pe- 


culiar manner to have loved ſeveral others, 


as Lazarus and his ſiſters, and the rich 
young man, who were all of them, no 


doubt, poſſeſſed of very lovely qualities: 
and herein he ſhewed himſelt to be (as the 


apoſtle expreſſes it) like unto bis brethren : 
like unto us, whoſe love ſeldom fails to be 
attracted by the ſame qualities; and that ſo 
ſtrongly, that the forementioned apoſtle ſays, 
For a good man ſome would even dare to die. 
For a good man: i; e. for a humane, my 


and obliging man. 


Tur diſciple meant in my text, whom 


Jeſus loved, was St. John the Evangeliſt ; 

into whoſe. character it will be worth our 
while to enquire, that knowing how it was 
that he acquired his Maſter's peculiar re- 
gards, we may endeavor to recommend our- 


ſelves to him the ſame. way. 


WE are told that our bleſſed Lord knew 
What was in man. He had the exacteſt 


' weakneſſes and hvmiouts, bur By conſum- 


1 'J 


knowledge of human nature, and undoubt- 
edly aw ſome ſuperior qualities, ſome very 
lovely. d iſpoſitions if? St. John, which at- 
tracted his particular e em: for his love 
and fondneſs of chis ue ple cannot be ſup- 
poſed to be an inſtance of that capricious 
affection which parents often ſhew to a fa- 
vourite child ; ſometimes without any pre- 
tended reaſon, oftentimes againſt reaſon, and 
not uncommonly tounded on infirmities, 
nay, on follies, more deſerving chaſtiſement 
than love. No: thought he was made like 
unto us, yet he Was de” gulded by our 


mate wildom and Pat \Thetefore, I 
ſay, there is no doubt büt St. John had ihe 
ſuperior qualities, ſome very lovely Ss ſi- 
tions in him, otherwiſe. e would 'no not aye 
been diſtinguiſhed by ba from the <4 of 

i 1 COIN & 
his diſciples. 
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A ſimilitude of mariners and Apolitida 
is the trueſt, if not the only foundation of 


— — 


of them, though aud; 
of him than what is gigen 1 in my text, and 
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friendſhip. And from hence we might rea- 
05 ſonably concludeg hat £als Apoſtle was very 


like his divine mdr, more ſo than the reſt 
no other account 


two or three other places, where he is ſtiled 


the diſciple beloved of Jeſus; 


Ir hath been already obſerved, that Jeſus 
was eminently the lover of mankind, that 
- his religion was made up of love, and that 


he did ſtrictly and repeatedly enjoin it upon 


his followers to love one another, making 
love the very badge by which they ſhould be 


known to belong to him, 


| Now, if we look into the goſpel, we ſhall 
find that the diſciple was like his maſter, of 
a molt lovely diſpoſition z that he entred 
thoroughly into the ſpirit of his religion, 
and imbibed thoſe principles. which give the 


gteateſt roms and luſtre to it. 
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Ir hath been obſerved, that there | is no- 


thing diſcovers a man's character and diſpo- 


ſition, more than his writings, eſpecially. 
thoſe of the epiſtolary kind: if this obſer- | 
vation be true, what a lovely idea muſt we 
have of him whoſe writings are_ſo full of 
univerſal love and charity? In his'epiſlles |; 
he writes out his heart. What he there ſays, 
relative both to God and our duty towafds | 
him, and to the ſocial virtues, plainly appears | 
to come from a foul overflowing with bene- | 
volence, 


Turn E is ſomething very peculiar in the 
character he gives us of God Almighty, It 
is in the fourth chapter of his firſt epiſtle, 
| Where he tells us more than once, that God | 
is love, Not only lovely, but love itſelf, | 


Tuis great Being is worthy to be feared, | 
| adored, and had in the utmoſt reverence by | 
all his rational creatures, | 


[34 4: 

Wurx we conſider his neceſſary exiſt- 
ence, his eternity, his immenſity, and ſome 
of his other attributes, we are amazed and 
confounded ! They ſet him at an infinite 
diſtance from us, and ſeem to make it im- 
poſſible that he ſhould have any connection 
with us. But love removes the ſuperſtiti- 
ous awe and dread we are apt to bave of 
him ; it familiarizes him to us, and, as it 
were, brings him down to us in the likeneſs 
F nan. And when we contemplate him 
in this view, we cannot chooſe but delight 
ourſelves in him; cannot but love him with 
all our hearts, and ſouls, and ſtrength, and 
might. —— And this, (he tells us) is the 
love of God, that we keep his commandments. 
That we imitate his perfections, who, he 
tells us, in another place, 7s light, and in 
whom is no darkneſs at all: from which re- 
preſentation of our heavenly Father he in- 
culcates the moſt inſtruQive leſſons of puri- 
ty and virtue; it being impoſſible, he ſays, 
for thoſe who walk in darkneſs, i. e. in ig- 
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norance and vice, to have fellowſhip with 
that light. No ſpiritual jargon this! No 
enthuſiaſtick, unintelligible cant! but a 
piece of ſound ſubſtantial divinity, which is 
well fuited to our nature, whether conſiders 
ed as human, ſocial, or ſpiritual z and which 
he hath reduced to the moſt plain and ob- 
vious principles of univerſal. ſocial virtue, 
referring it to the main chriſtian precept of 
brotherly love. A new commandment, ſays 
be, J write unto you, becauſe the darkneſs is 
' paſt, and the true light now jhineth. He that 
faith be is in the light, and bateth bis brother, 
is in darkneſs even until now, He that loveib 
bis brother, abideth in the light, and there is 
none occaffon of flum3ling in him. A glorious 
kind of light this, call it what you will, new 
or old, which leads and uirects to ſo bleſſed 
an object as brotherly love, which produceth 
ſo admirable an effect! ; 


In another part .of this epiſtle, he lays 
ſuch mighty ſtxeſs upon this excellent virtue, 


[4 


che diſpoſit Ition, and his love of the ſocial virtues 
appear allo in his other epiſtles. I rejoice 
2 greatly, ſays he, (epiſtle ſecond, ver. 4. 5. 6.) 


his laſt epiſtle, for the health and temporal 


ning, that we love one another, And this is 


The joy he expreſſes at the good behaviour 


ett 


that he tells us, FA know we have paſſed 
Es death unto life becauſe we love the brethren. 
That. whoſoever | bateth bis brother is a murder- 
er. And carries the matter ſo far as to ſay, 
that as our Savicur ſhewed his love to us by lay. 
Ing « drivn bis de for us, ſo ought we 19 lay 
down cur lives for the bruikren. His good 


that I found of thy children walking in truth, 
as we have received a commandment from the 


Father, And now I beſeech thee, Lady, not 
as thugh I wrote a new commandment unts 
thee, but that which we had from the begin- 


love, that we walk aſter bis commandments. 


of the children of the cleR Lady, is cruly 
humane. 


I Yor & IR 


Any what a hearty wiſh does he utter in 


ples. 
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proſperity of his well beloved Gaius! Be: 
loved, I wiſh above all (bingo, that thou mayeſt 


proſper and be in health, even as thy ſoul prof 
pereth, What pleaſure and ſatisſaction does 


the good man take in the holpitality of, his 


beloved friend! I rejoiced greatly when ihe 
brethren came and teſtified of the truth that is 
in thee, even as thou wwalkeſt in the truth, I 
have no greater joy than to hear that my bil- 


dren walk in the truth. Beloved, thou 4 | 


faithfully whatſoever thou doeſt to the brethren, 
and to rangers; which have born witneſs of 


thy charily before the church. Such lenti- N 


ments as theſe cannot but captivate our 


hearts, it they are humane and benevoleng © | 
like his; and excite in us the-lame regard 9 


his maſter had for him, who loved him in a 
peculiar manner above the reſt of his diſci- 

Nor did he jove in word and in 

tongue, but in deed and in ttuthiʒ for e not 
only expreſſed a patilcular eſteem and id, 
ſhip for him in his lite time, but at his deatb 
he left him a very veal legacy, When 


||| **-ſhonld be given to me ! that I ſhould be 


be hung upon the croſs, he ſaid unto this 
diſciple, behold thy mother ! and from that 
bour that diſciple took her unto his own heuſe, 
And no doubt he thought himſelf highly 
honoured, ſaying in the words of Elizabeth, 
cc And whence is this to me, that the mo- 
„ ther of my Lord ſhould come to me? 
4 that ſhe ſhould fall to my portion? what 
* an honour to me, that one ſo dear to him 


44 ſelected to ſupply the loſs of ſuch a dear 
* ſon, ſo divine a comfort, ſo ſupreme a 
<< ſupport 2 


TIF you are curious to know what became 
of this amiable perſon afterwards, it is -not 
to be wondered at ; for we are naturally fond 
of knowing the whole hiſtory of thoſe whoſe 
characters we admire. After ſtaying ſome 
time with the Bleſſed Virgin in his houſe at 
Jeruſalem, probably till her death, he tra- 
yelled to preach the goſpel in Aſia; though 
ſome lay, ſhe accompanied him to Epheſus. 
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| However, that he preached in the leſſer Aſia, 
; the beſt writers of antiquity affirm, and was 


| probably the founder of' the ſeven churches 
mentioned in his book of revelations. 


From Epheſus he was carried priſoner . 

to Rome, in the ninety-ſecond year of Chriſt, 
upon account of the doctrine he taught, 
from a malicious accuſation of ſome of his 
enemies. There as the tradition goes, de 
was condemned to be thrown into a chal- 
dron of boiling oil, but being miraculouſly 
preſerved, came out ſrom thence alive. Af- 

terwards he was baniſhed by the Emperor 
Domitian into the iſland ot Patmos, where 
he wrote his revelations. 


Hz was tome time after recalled from his 
baniſhment, and then returned to Epheſus, 
where, as Euſebius tells us, he reclaimed a | 
young man, his former convert, relapſed in- 
to a diſſolute courſe of life, and even rode 
after him into the wilderneſs, though he was 


-c 
\ 
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at che head of a gang of robbers; So reſq- 
| lute was he in his maſter's cauſe ! So zeal- 
ouſly attached to tae religion of Jeſus Chriſt ! 


Ir is reported that his laſt ſermons were 


qi little more than a continued, and (to bis 
[8 hearers) well known repetition. of that ſia- 


| || gle favourite precept of <heiffizoiry; « Lit. 
| tle children. "ore one Sather, 


* Red till the reign of the Emperor 
Trajan, being almoſt an hundred years old; 
which greagage might be owing in ſome 
meaſurs, as to a natural cauſe, to his loving, 
| benevolent diſpoſition. He died at Ephe- 
| Jus, and was carried by Angels into the bo- 
Iom of Jeſus ; that boſom upon which he 
| had ſo often leaned while on earth——was 
trarfflated from a world of diſcord, variance, 
and perſecution, to the manſions of light, 


||| and love, and harmopꝝg where he enjoys 


the perfection of that heaven which was be- 
gun in him here on earth. | 


— 
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Tov have teardthe character of the be⸗ | 


loved 728 8 and the "reaſon why he was. 
beloved. The other Apoſtles were very 
good men, they all had their virtues and 
good qualities, and no doubt their faults 
too, as he himſelf allo had. But he had 
| likewiſe an uncommon ſhare of that charity | 
which covereth a mulcitude of faults. . That 
charity and lovely diſpoſition, for the ſake 
of which we are content to put gp with ma · 
ny failings. He was moſt life his maſter, | 
and theretofe the moſt beloved by him. 


Aud now methinks what you have "I" 25 
ſhould create an holy emulation in you, a 
laudable ambition to excel in chriſtianity,” 


can you, my brethren, be content only 
to paſs among the crowd of Ghrift's diſci- 
ples, without aſpiring to be his favourites: 
If ye love them only that love you, what do 5 
more than others ? Love all the world, that 


Je may be perſełi even as yeur ſalber which is - 


: —— a 2 


5 
1 


4; 


in beaven is perfes, that ye may be like Jelus, 
and that ye may be beloved by him i In a pe- 

- culiar manner. And oh, who can conceive 
| the felicity of thoſe who ſhall be the bleſſed 


objects of his peculiar and diſtinguiſhing 
aſteRtion ! Think on the happineſs of thoſe 
who are neareſt unto him, who 1s the ſource 
and fountain of all felicity, of him who is 
the brightneſs of his father's glory, and the 
expreis image of his perſon, of him who 
has all power in heaven and earth, and can 


do what he pleaſes for his particular friends 


and favourites, and you will have ſome idea 


ol it. 


Lr us learn to admire the ſame qualities 
in others, and cultivate them in ourſelves, 


which gained the friendſhip of this great 


and divine perſon. To be his peculiar 
friends, we muſt be the peculiar triends and 


lovers of mankind, whom he himſelf loved 
to ſuch'a degree that he gave himſelf for 


them, We muſt be uncommonly kind, 


p m 
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benevolent and good natur'd; The love of 
God muſt be ſhed abroad in our hearts, and 
we muſt love one another with pure hearts 
fervently, 


Sou men there are who cannot be deni- 
ed to have many virtues, and yet they have 
ſo diſagreeable a way of exerciſing them 
chat they do not appear at all to advantage. 
They are good, but not amiable, they are 
approved both by God and good men, but 
not diſtinguiſhed as favorites. 


* 


THe way to be loved, is to be lovely, 
and to ſhew good will, to be kind and oBli- 
ging, and, in one word, to be like St. John 
the Evangeliſt, But how are we to be made 
ſo? How are they eſpecially to be made ſo, 
whoſe corrupt nature unhappily inclines 
them to be malevolent, envious and malici- 
cus? Is it (viz their nature) to be altered 
or corrected by precept and exhortation 

| only ? No. In vain may we inculcate pre- 


7 —— = he 8 abs 3 CEC 


| 
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1 cepts of brotherly love till we are weary, 
You may as: well expect to get acquainted 
| with the world, only by- reading books of 
travels and voyages, and of the cuſtoms and 
manners of mankind, as to learn, practical- 
ß to learn, the leſſon of love from books 
of morallty, or even from that divine book, 
the Bible. The uſual arguments for it may 
tecommend it to our renſon, and extort 
dur approbation ; or the commands of 
C briſt and his apoſtles may ſo far influence 
chriſtians, as to male them live together on 
tolerable terms, and prevent the groſs out- 
breukings of hatred and ill willy while at 
the ſame time there is no ſuch thing as cor- 
dial affection. I doubt there ate many ſuch 
chriſtians as thete; four, moroſe chriſtians, 
who love nobody but only in profeſſion, as 
they muſt do, becauſe their religion obliges 
them to do it. Obliges them to do it, did 
Iſay? How can we be forced and driven 
to love ? It is a thing which muſt be volun- 
tary, and that not only in order to be virtu- 
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61 
ous and praiſe-worthy, but even in order to 


rally void of the requiſite loving diſpoſition, 
there are means to be uſed,-under the influ- 


ence of the divine ſpirit of love and union, 
in ofder. to produce it; one of which, and 


that a principal one, I take to be ſociety and 


converſation. Love muſt grow from fre- 
quent intercourſe and fellowſhip. There is 
many times nothing wanting to remove pre- _ 
judice and ill will, but an opportunity for | 
men to ſee and underſtand one another ; by 


which they will quickly perceive that they =. 


are not ſuch monſters, as perhaps they have 
been reprelented to one another at a diſtance. 3 


Mex who ſequeſter them ſelves fron: the 


world are very prone. to entertain, a worle . | 


opinjon of their fellow creatures than they 


deſerve. Their ſolitary ſituation probably 
n. akes them ill humoured and inhumane, | 


and then they judge of the reſt ot mankind ' 


by themſelves, The 85 affections muſt 


exiſt, However, as ſome men are natu- | 


| E | 

| bg ſupported; he fire, by its proper fuel, 

+ Otherwiſe they will languiſh and die, The 
| proper fuel to keep them alive is ſociety. 
Tuo, the wiſe man obſerves, are better than 
me- they lie together then they have heat : 
But how can one be warm alone? Which is 
true in more ſenſes than one. 


Wen you to exhort a Monk to prac- 
tiſe the tocial virtues, would you adviſe him 
to learn them in his cell? No. In order 
to be humane, it were neceſſary for him to 
go and live among men. What men ? 
perhaps you, will aſk. The world is divid- 
ed into ſo many parties in religion and po- 
liticks, and other reſpects, that it is but an 
indifferent ſchool to learn the leſſon of love 
and humanity in. That this is too much 
the unhappy caſe cannot be denied. And 
this gives me a fair opportunity to obſcrve, 
to the praiſe of our ancient and honourable 
Society, that it is formed upon ſo large, ſo 
generous a plan as ta receive and unite men 


1971. 


of all nations and religions ; thereby pro- 
moting a main end of true religion without 
doing it the leaſt prejudice: without doing 
the leaſt prejudioe to religion z or to govern- 
ment. And what inſtitution can be better 
than this, or more worthy the eſteem and 
approbation of every humane good man? 
It is certainly no inconfiderable thing, as 
the world goes, for great numbers of men 
of all ſorts, to converſe together frequently | 
without oppoſition and wrangling. 


Ir I ſhould tell you of all the good things 

we do, I ſhould tell you a ſecret which, ought 
not to be told; for our Saviour ſays, Let 
not thy left band know what - thy right band 
dub. (Mat. vi.) But for our innocence and 
inoffenſiveneſs, I may fafely and boldly ap- | 
peal to the world! So that no man can 
have the leaſt foundation to think ill of us, 


laving his own ill and ſuſpicioug temper. 


And yet I am very unwilling to attribute 
the aſperſions which ſome people are plea- . 


* 
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ſed to throw upon us, <> ill nature: I ra- 


ther incline to think they are owing to no- 
thing but a little kind of peeviſhneſs, the 
natural effect of an ungratified curioſity. 
As for the leſs ſevere cenſures of thoſe Who 
imagine our Society to be neither good nor 
bad, but a meer trifling affair, I have this 
to obſerve upon it, that however trifling 
they may imagine it to be, who imagine 
evefy thing to be ſo in which, their ſordid 
ſelfiſh views are not immediately concerned 
or promoted, yet ſurely men's aſſembling 
of themſelves together to provoke one ano- 
ther unto love and to good works, is not 
ſo trifling a buſineſs. | 


Bur it is time for me to conclude z which 

I cannot do without a few words by way of 

addreſs to you, Right Worſhipful, and 

the reſt of my dear Brethren, at whole de- 
|| fire it is that I now land here, 


** 
* 


; 


[29] | 1 
-1 wiſh you ſucceſs and proſperity : for | 
my brethren and companions fake, for hu- 
manity's ſake, F'wiſh thus. And as your ſuc- 

' ceſs muſt depend much upon yourſelves, let 1 
my counſe be acceptable to you this day. 


| 


Or all the diſciples, ad him whom 
Jeſus loved, your pattern. Ever bear in 
mind the badge of your profeſſion, univer- 
ſal benevolence, and let your diſpoſition and 
your conduct be agreeable thereto, Perle- 
vere in that pacific temper ſo peculiar to 
your fraternity; be mutually kind and obli- 
ging, and cultivate a friendly correſpon- 
dence at all times with one another : 
increaſe in love one tdwards another, and 
live peaceably with all men. Give no oc- 
caſion to thoſe who ſeek and deſire occaſion 
to ſpeak reproachfully of the Lodge upon 
your account. And for this end pay a due 
regard to all the duties of morality : and 
remember, That profaneneſs and all 
* manner of vice are deſtructive to the ve- 
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1 ry genius of your craft; that ir is repng- 


„ nant to the beauty and harmonious or- 


| E der of this honourable Society, to admit 


W {| * tale-bearers, bablers, liars, litigious or 


—— — — 
. — 
1 — —— — —— — : — 
_ — 
- 
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{ 
| 
| 
1 


« quarrelſome pe ſons, habitual drunkards, | 


enemies to religion or government, a- 


% mong them“ uſe the bleſſings of heaven 


with temperance and moderation. Let no- 


thing contrary to ſobriety and decency b- 
ſeen or done in your meetings : and as you 
have thought proper on this day to begin 
your aſſembly in the houſe of God, let 


your behaviour for the reſt of the day be 
according to this beginning; and be in the 


Fear of the Lord all the day long. 


Fin alu x Brethren, be of one wh live 


| in peace; and the God of love and peace 


ſhall be with you, and in due time tranſlate 
you from your earthly heaven, and Lodge 
you ſafely in that heavenly city above, 


whereot he himſelf is the builder ; and 


— 


va 


* 
— 
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' wherein dwells nothing that loveth or ma- 


keth a lie; nothing which tends to deſtroy 
or to interrupt the harmony 0 of the Bleſſed 
Iahabitants. 


Grant this, O Lord, for the ſake of Jeſus 
_ Chriſt, to whom with thee and the Holy 
Ghoſt be rendered praiſes both now and 
ever. AMEN, 


